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Dear Dental Assisting Applicant,

Welcome, we are very proud of the excellent Dental Assisting program offered here at TSTC, and we are glad you wish to be a part of it!  The enclosed packet of information has been prepared to help guide you through the application process.  The program requires that you take the Accuplacer or THEA test before applying into the program. The program is a two-semester program. 
To set up an appointment, call Eva Euler at (956) 364-4704.  We are looking forward to working with you!

Sincerely,

Eva Euler, CDA, RDH, MEd.
Program Chair, Dental Assisting

DENTAL ASSISTANT DEGREE PLAN 2011-2012
Semester 1
 
 
 
 
                          Lecture
Lab       Total   Credit
DNTA 1305
Dental Radiology I 



2
3
80
3

DNTA 1315
Chair-side Assisting 



2
4
96
3

HRPO 1311
Human Relations †



3
0
48
3

DNTA 1113
Emergency Management



1
1
48
1
DNTA 1251
Dental Office Management 


1
3
64
2

Total Hours






9
11
288
12
Semester 2
 
 
 
 
 

DNTA 1245
Preventive Dentistry 



1
3
64
2

DNTA 1453
Dental Assisting Applications 


2
4
96
4
DNTA 1660
Clinical-Dental Assistant º ‡


0
21          336
6
Total Hours




                   
3
16
496
12
GRAND TOTAL
 
 




784
24
º Course designated as capstone course.

‡ Course with external learning experience.

† High School articulated course.
A dental assistant performs a variety of chair-side duties and related office and laboratory procedures under the supervision of the dentist.   A dental assistant may work in a dental office, clinic, or a variety of settings where oral health care is provided.   The United States Department of Labor projects that dental assisting and dental hygiene will be among the fastest growing professions through the years 2014.  Dental assistants are in high demand here in the Rio Grande Valley and throughout the nation, and as the population ages and the need for health care grows, this trend is expected to continue.

Salaries for radiology registered dental assistants (graduates of TSTC-HARLINGEN have fulfilled this requirement) average from $8.00 to $10.00 per hour here in the Valley, and can be as high as $14.00 in other areas.  
GENERAL INFORMATION AND COMMON QUESTIONS REGARDING 

2010 ADMISSION INTO THE TEXAS STATE TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

DENTAL ASSISTING PROGRAM
(DISCLAIMER: The Dental Assisting Program reserves the right to make changes to the admissions criteria at any time it deems necessary)

PROGRAM ACCREDITATION
The program fully meets the skills standards as outlined by the State Board of Dental Examiners.  For more information call Eva Euler at 956.364.4704.
COMPLIANCE WITH BLOODBORNE PATHOGENS STANDARDS AND OTHER REGULATORY POLICIES

Dental Assisting students will come in contact with blood and other potentially infectious materials during the clinical portion of their studies.  Prospective Dental Assisting students are encouraged to start the Hepatitis B vaccination series as early as possible in order to be complete by the start of the program.  These vaccinations are available at TSTC-Harlingen Health Service for a minimal fee. TSTC Dental Programs comply with all institutional, local, state, and federal regulations on bloodborne pathogens and infectious diseases, ionizing radiation, and hazardous materials. Students in the Dental Assisting Program will follow all CDC, OSHA, and other protective policies to protect themselves and their patients from occupational exposures to these potential hazards.   Strict adherence with Privacy Protection (HIPAA) is required of all students, faculty, and staff.

CURRICULUM SCHEDULE
You should expect to be in class, laboratory, or clinicals from 8:00-5:00 Monday through Friday.  While you may not be scheduled in class from 8:00-5:00, most students spend the “off” hours studying, using learning resources in the library, etc.

CAN I WORK DURING THE PROGRAM?
 We strongly recommend that you do not work because the program requires much classroom and study time. Some students work part-time; however, securing financial aid in the form of loans, grants or scholarships is strongly recommended.
ROTATION TRAVEL

During the last semester you will be required to do two clinical rotations of six weeks each.   The rotation sites are located through the Valley, and participation is required for graduation.   The student is responsible for providing his/her own transportation and food costs during these rotations.

FINANCIAL AID
Many students obtain some form of financial aid, usually as loans or grants. You should understand that Financial Aid grants will not cover all of the program costs, and it may be necessary to take out student loans.  You may call the Financial Aid office at 956.364.4332 for information on application for financial aid.



 TSTC Dental Assisting Program Fee Estimate

    (PLEASE NOTE THAT ALL FEES ARE ESTIMATED)

Semester One (Fall)


Tuition, student fees (12 credit hours, Texas resident)
  1,313.00


Hepatitis B vaccines





     160.00


Update of vaccinations and TB test

    
                 150.00



Books







     350.00



Scrubs, personal protective equipment

                 150.00



CPR







       50.00


Insurance and parking fees



                   60.00





Texas resident        

   Total  2,233.00

Semester Two (Spring)



Tuition, student fees* (14 credit hours, Texas resident) 
 1,414.00


Insurance and parking fees




      95.00


Books







    200.00


Texas Radiology Certification course and fee                             60.00




           Texas resident        

  Total   1,709.00            

The cost of the entire Dental Assisting Program for Texas residents is approximately $4,000.00.  This figure includes tuition and fees, parking, books, and clinical/laboratory supplies, Hepatitis B vaccinations, CPR certification, scrubs and personal protective equipment, liability and health and accident insurance, and certifying course and examinations. 

How do I apply?

1.   Apply for general admission to Texas State Technical College-Harlingen on-line 

      at www.tstc.harlingen.edu.

2.   Take the Accuplacer or THEA test.  The Accuplacer is offered every weekday during                
the college semester at the testing center of the Student Center from 8-1.   The cost is 
$30.00 and is paid at the Cashier’s office.   Your receipt is your ticket of admittance 
to the Accuplacer test.   Dental assisting students need to be at least at the 100 
level 
for Reading.  They must also take the Writing and Math portions of the Accuplacer, 
although no remedial coursework is required for those.
3.   Complete Dental Assisting Program application included in this packet and return to 

      Eva Euler by June 1, 2011.
4.   Acceptance is limited to the first 40 students who comply with the items above and who have successfully met the requirements to have completed Reading 100.
Technical Standards (Physical Criteria) 

for Dental Assistant Program
Visual Acuity 
1.    Acute enough to read small printed labels on medications. 


2.    Acute enough to read small numbers on instruments. 

Hearing Acuity 

1. Acute enough to hear and understand words spoken when muffled by a mask. 

2. Acute enough to hear blood pressures and heart rate with stethoscope.

Speaking Ability 

1.    Verbal expression clear and distinct enough to enunciate dental 

       terminology while wearing a face mask. 


2.    Ability to express thoughts clearly. 

Digital Dexterity 

1.   Agile enough to handle dental instruments with both left and right hands. 


2.   Able to bend at the wrist. 

Adaptive Ability 

1.   Able to complete required tasks/functions under stressful conditions. 


2.   Able to perform with minimal supervision. 

3. Able to interact appropriately with all members of the dental team. 

I have read the above technical standards for the dental assistant program, and declare that I am capable of satisfying their requirements.

__________________________________              _______________________________  

         Name of student





Name of faculty   

___________________________________               _____________________________ 

         Signature of student                                                        Signature of faculty


____________________________________               ____________________________

                    Date






      Date                

Dental Assisting Program

Requirement Checklist

STUDENT NAME______________________________________Date________

Student signature___________________________________________________

NEEDED BY FIRST DAY OF CLASS: 

Shot record to include the following:

____
Tetanus-Diphtheria or dTap within past 10 years 
____
Measles, Mumps & Rubella —2 on or after the first birthday

____
TB test within past 3 months
 

____
 HEP B injection 1st series

____
 HEP B injection 2nd series

____
 HEP B injection 3rd series
____
Meningitis 
PROOF OF INSURANCE (Invoice from TSTC Business Office

____
Malpractice

____
Health and Accident
____
Books for DNTA courses
____    Valid Texas driver’s license or Texas identification 

TEXAS STATE TECHNICAL COLLEGE HARLINGEN

DENTAL ASSISTING PROGRAM 

APPLICATION FORM

(Please type or print in black ink both sides of this form)

Date of application _______/_______/_______
Social Security Number _______-_______-_______

I.       BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Date of Birth________________________


 
  _____Male
_____Female  

Name 

________________________________________________________________________________________ (Last)



(First)



(MI)

(Maiden)

Current Mailing Address: 

____________________________________________________________________________

(Street)




(City)

(State)
   (Zip)

Daytime phone____________________

Cell phone________________________

e-mail address ____________________________________________________________

Permanent Address 

_________________________________________________________________________________
Street)




(County)

(City)
    (State)

Email Address_____________________________________________________________________

Have you been accepted for admission to TSTC? _____YES
_____NO

Have you taken THEA or its equivalent? 
       _____YES    _____NO    ____________ WHEN

Scores       ___________Reading   __________Writing    ___________Math

II. 
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

Employer

 
City/State

Position


 
Dates

III. EDUCATION BACKGROUND

In the space below, list ALL schools (high school and/or college) you have attended.

	Name of School
	City
	State
	Dates of Attendance

MO/YR to MO/YR
	Degree OR

Sem./Qtr. Hrs.

	
	
	
	                  
	

	
	
	
	 
    
	


I understand that as a Dental Assisting Student, I will be exposed to blood and body fluids.  Texas State Technical College will not be held responsible for injury sustained during clinical experiences.  As a student, I am to carry my own medical, accident, and liability insurance.  Proof of such insurance must be kept on file in the Dental Assisting Program Office. I also understand that as a Dental Assisting student I will be required to obtain the Hepatitis B vaccination series and maintain a current tetanus and tuberculosis test on file.    I understand that as a student I must comply with state and federal HIPAA privacy protection policies.
I further understand that to determine my status for admission, officials of Texas State Technical College will rely upon the information submitted herein.  I certify that the information in this application is complete and correct and understand that the submission of false information is grounds for rejection of my application, withdrawal of offer of my acceptance, cancellation of enrollment, or appropriate disciplinary action.   
TSTC Dental Assisting /Hygiene Programs comply with all institutional, local, state, and federal regulations on ionizing radiation, hazardous material, HIPAA privacy policies, and bloodborne and infectious diseases.

If you would like to view these policies, please ask to see them.

                                                      _________________________________________________________________________________

                                                      Signature of Applicant                                                  Date

This completed application form must be received at TSTC-Harlingen by June 1.

Mail to:

Texas State Technical College-Harlingen

Eva M. Euler, CDA, RDH, MEd

Dental Assisting Program Chair                                                
1902 N. Loop 499
Bldg. U-161
Harlingen, TX 78550
956-364-4704
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